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Demands for the creation of sustainable energy sys-
tems are fuelling the growth of wind and solar tech-
nologies and reshaping electricity generation. These 
technology and policy drivers are also changing how 
electricity systems are planned and operated. Policy-
makers, planners, and grid operators are working to 
integrate variable renewable resources while main-
taining system reliability and affordability. These 
actors need to innovate organizationally to achieve 
both regional integration and decarbonization, which 
can be difficult.  Elizabeth presents  a comparative 
study on innovations in renewables integration taking 
place in the Midwest and Western United States. The 
presentation will outline the evolving political and 
institutional challenges requiring more coordination, 
policy innovation, and new institutional paradigms 
shaping electricity system governance. 

Dr. Elizabeth J. Wilson is a Professor of Energy and Envi-
ronmental Policy and Law at the Humphrey School of Public 
Affairs at the University of Minnesota. She studies how energy 
systems are changing in the face of new technologies and new 
societal pressures.  Her work focuses on the implementation of 
energy and environmental policies and laws in practice. She is 
interested in how institutions support and thwart energy system 
transitions and focuses on the interplays between technology 
innovation, policy creation, and institutional decision making.  
Her recent books include Energy Law and Policy (West Academic 
Publishing) (with Davies, Klass, Tomain and Osofsky) and Smart 
Grid (R)evolution: Electric Power Struggles (Cambridge Press) 
(with Stephens and Peterson). Wilson’s research group is wor-
king on an NSF supported grant on decision making in Regio-
nal Transmission Organizations. Wilson was recently awarded a 
2015 Andrew Carnegie Fellowship and is spending the 2016-7 
academic year at the Danish Technical University.

When: 24th of May, 12.30 to ca. 13.30
Where: IIIEE, Tegnérsplatsen 4

IIIEE and ENERGIPORTALEN presents:

Book Links: Smart Grid (R)evolutions: Electric Power Struggles 

/// Energy Law and Policy

UMN Website: http://www.hhh.umn.edu/people/ewilson


